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Synopsis: 
This strip repeats the environments and the atmospheres of the Chicago of the 20's. The three protagonists of the 
story, the Flanagan Brothers, get out of jail for the umpteenth time, greeted familiarly by the old screw who knows 
that... they will see again soon. 
In fact Big Joe, Tse Tse and Bombolo are completely incapable gangsters and absolutely jinxed so, after a very 
clumsy stroke, they will, as always at the end of any story, go back in slammer. Moreover they have their legs pulled 
from the parrot at home who never misses an opportunity to emphasize their incapacity. 
 
Around them are a series of characters: Mr. Jones, the director of the bank that they never manage to rob, 
Marmaduque the stray cat that seems to tease them anytime they get out of prison, the distric cop Petrosino, 
Mamy  the elderly mother who would be rightly proud of them, etc. 
 

Target: From 8 to 12 years   Duration of each episode:7 min (5 min + Opening/Closing titles) 
Episodes: 52 
 



BIG JOE 
 
Big Joe is the leader of Flanagan brothers' 
band and does not tolerate that anyone 
would ever question his authority or, worst, 
would mock him. However he has  two 
indomitable protesters: the cat 
Marmaduque who seems to pull his legs, 
with its sole expression, any time he exits 
from jail and the parrot of the house, 
Dispet, who teases him at any 
circumstances. 
 
Big joe has only one big dream in his life 
that, however, he openly confesses: as a 
lowest rate gangster who robbes little 
storekeepers, he would do  the sensational 
robbery bringing him between the major 
criminals and giving him the elderly 
mother's approval who he believes had 
deeply disappointed. 



TSE TSE 
 
His name derives from the fact that he's 
quite annoying as the tse tse fly. 
His mother called him so because when was 
still in swadding clothes he used to spite 
the others children, still in the cradle, and 
to steal theirs dummies. 
 
In any case he is the strategist of the 
band, responsible for turning Big Joes's 
ideas in perfect plans to reach the aim, at 
least in intention, since Tse Tse's plans 
have always some flaw. 
 
Tse Tse, finally, is also a sentimental guy, 
which is certainly a good disposition for 
anybody except for a bandit. 
When, for example, he happens to rob 
someone who, however, tells him a 
heartbreaking story, he gives back the 
stolen goods and, sometimes, he also gives 
of his own... 



BOMBOLO 
 
His name and his dumpy body say it all, in 
the sense that our friend loves to eat: if it 
was up to him, he would always go to rob 
pastry stores. 
Bombolo is also named Mamy's boy because 
his mother has a soft spot for him: she 
stuffs him with sweets and defends him 
when Big Joe yells at him because he is 
always rather awkward. 
Bombolo is the kind of gregarious (soldier) 
who always follows, without questioning, 
what Big Joe tells him to do, but he does 
it... his way. 



GUARDIOLA: The Screw 
 
Each episode begins with our three 
gangsters who emerge from prison,  
familiarly greeted by the screw, who, by 
constantly seeing and re-seeing them, has 
become almost a friendly presence.  
 
His classic "Goodbye Boys" is not really a 
wish to return to prison but rather a 
certainty that he will re-see them soon.  
He's so certain of this thing, that every 
time he's asking Big Joe to do for him 
small favours or to buy things to be 
delivered to... his return.  
 
Guardiola has become part of our three 
gangsters' small world like the bank that 
they never manage to rob, the policeman 
who stops them regularly, the owner of the 
store that they never manage to extort etc 
.... 



MARMADUQUE: The Stray Cat 
 
He's the most enigmatic character of the 
strip: nobody knows where he comes from 
or where he lives.  
Our three gangsters meet with him every 
time they leave the prison, when with 
gestures and facial expressions he always 
seems to mock them.  
Or at least that's what Big Joe thinks, 
however, can never catch him.  
 
In fact, in a continuous game, Marmaduque 
laughs at them when he sees our three 
passing but, when Big Joe turns to catch 
him, he resumes a serious and composed 
look. 



DISPET: The Parrot 
 
The parrot is Jamaican and is a skilful 
reggae musician, big fan of Bob Marley. 
Every so and then he puts his braids and 
plays his percussion instrument doing a 
great noise: Big Joe just can't stand with 
it. 
 As his name says he strives to create the 
most imaginative spites especiallyfor Big 
Joe.  
Dispet clearly pronounces and remarks, 
with his great irony, the regular failures of 
our three gangsters. 



PETROSINO: The district Cop 
 
Petrosino, the policeman of the district is, 
by strange coincidence of fate, the only law 
enforcement that our three hapless 
gangsters got in their way during their 
clumsy attempts to carry out a crime.  
 
Petrosino almost always puts them in jail 
for small crimes like trampling the 
flowerbeds during an escape attempt or to 
park in no parking during an unsuccessful 
bank robbery.  
 
Now it's almost a personal challenge of 
"cops and robbers" where, however, the 
winner is always the guard: crime does not 
pay. 
 



MISTER JONES: The Director of Bank 
 
 
Mr. Jones is the director of the bank that 
our three would like to rob without ever 
succeeding.  
 
In this sense he could be considered a 
lucky bank director if it was not that, 
invariably, their attempts of robbery 
procure some damage.  
Involuntary, due to the fact they are 
clumsy, but, in any case, the result is the 
same: some band-aid, several bruises, a 
short stay in the hospital. 
 
Of course, this somewhat bothers Mr. 
Jones, who, some times, does not hesitates 
to facilitate their robbery attempts to try 
to limit his personal damages: in vain. 



MAMY 
 
Mamy, the mother of our three gangsters, 
is the widow of a bigwig of the American 
Mafia and, as a caring mother, follows the 
careers of his sons encouraging them to 
get ahead in life and to follow their 
father's footsteps. 



CICCIO PALLINO 
  
When ours gangsters find themself at 
short of changes, they think to extort 
money from Ciccio Pallino, the merchant of 
fruits and vegetables, and to demand him 
the classical "pizzo" (protection money).  
 
The problem is that Ciccio Pallino is quite 
big and not even good-natured, so that the 
aspirations of the three are regularly 
disappointed.  
 
Even Ciccio Pallino has, however, in the end, 
at the very bottom ... a heart and, after so 
many repeated failures of the trio, taken 
from almost human understanding, gives 
them an apple, rotten enough: but it's the 
gesture that counts ... 
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